Donald R Larson
March 2, 1933 - October 13, 2019

Princeton – Donald Robert Larson, 86, of Princeton, IL, passed away on Sunday, October
13, 2019.
Don was born on March 2, 1933 at Perry Memorial Hospital to the late Henry and Lillian
(Harrison) Larson. He graduated from Princeton High School in 1951. He received his
bachelor’s degree in Geology from Beloit College in 1955, where he was on the cross
country and track teams. He was in the U.S. Army where he served as a Military
Intelligence Specialist in Okinawa. He met the love of his life, Gail Brugger, and married
on February 28, 1959 at the Second Congregational Church in Rockford, IL. He farmed
most of his life and also worked in sales for Cargill Nutrena Feeds and retired from V&C
Construction.
Don worked hard, but also enjoyed fun times with his family. He loved to travel and took
his family on many vacations including camping across the country. He and Gail also had
fun on numerous cruises. He was a member of the Moose Lodge of Princeton. He was
passionate about bowling and was a member of many bowling leagues for close to 50
years. Don was inducted into the Princeton Bowling Association Hall of Fame in 2005. He
had a great love of all dogs and cats and in his later years was an avid bird watcher. He
was loyal to the Cubs and Bears, and no matter the outcome, he remained a lifelong fan.
His favorite thing to do was spending time with his wife of nearly 61 years and his children.
Don is survived by his wife, Gail of Princeton, IL; two daughters, Belinda (Larry) La
Magdeleine of Polo, IL and Dawn (John Grabs) Larson of Downers Grove, IL; one
grandson, Connor Grabs; one sister, Joanne Seaberg; one brother, John Larson; and
several nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his parents, one sister-in-law, Sandy Larson and one nephew,
Tom Larson.
A visitation will be held on Friday, October 18, 2019 at Norberg Memorial Home, Inc. &

Monuments in Princeton, IL. from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Services for Don will be held at Norberg’s at 12:00 p.m., officiated by Pastor Laura RootTanner. A graveside service will follow at Oakland Cemetery in Princeton, IL., Military
honors will be accorded.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Friends of Strays or the Alzheimer’s
Association.
Arrangements by Norberg Memorial Home, Inc. & Monuments.
Online condolences may be left at www.norbergfh.com
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Comments

“

I just saw this about the passing of Don, so I wasn't able to make the services. I
would see Don and Gail at Park Tavern on Monday for cheap chicken. I would also
see them when I went to vote. Last but not least was all those years living out there
in Little Denmark, those where definitely the best. May Don RIP now an may his
family and friends find peace knowing he is at home with the Lord!! Sorry for your
loss!!! Sincerely Joe Freeburg and family

Joseph Freeburg - October 18, 2019 at 07:47 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Donald R Larson.

October 15, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

I will always remember when you,Larry and I cut some trees at their house many
moons ago. Very nice man. My greatest condolences to you and your family. Tad

Tad Davis - October 15, 2019 at 05:10 PM

“

Funny but 2 of the few memories I have of my dad also involved Don. Might have
been on the same day but I am not sure. First I remember Don and my dad sneaking
onto Route 80 as it was being built, must have been over 50 years ago. They took
me for a joy ride down the not yet open road. Pretty fast as I recall. Just remember
them both laughing and thinking it was pretty cool. Also remember them lighting
fireworks off on the farm behind the house. Started a fire and they got pretty excited.
Always thought that was funny with my dad being a fireman and wondered how they
let that happen.
RIP

Rock Hanna - October 15, 2019 at 03:42 PM

