
Rita Mongan
September 2, 1943 - July 26, 2024

Princeton - Rita Jean Mongan, 80, beloved mother, grandmother, and friend,
passed away peacefully on July 26, 2024, at her home, surrounded by her
loved ones. She was born on September 2, 1943, in Princeton, Illinois, to Jack
Leroy and Hazel Dorothy (Brutcher) Nickelsen. 

 

Rita graduated from Princeton High School in the Class of 1961 and married
Dennis Mongan in 1962, with whom she later divorced. For 43 wonderful
years, she shared her life with George Watson, creating countless cherished
memories together. 

 

Rita had a deep passion for her community and was known for her
unwavering dedication to volunteering. She contributed her time and energy to
numerous organizations, including the Red Cross, Modern Woodmen, the
Bureau County Fair, the Homestead Committee, and the Farm Bureau. 

 

In her free time, Rita loved to play cards with friends, ballroom dance, and
cultivate her beautiful flower garden. She was a devoted grandmother who
took great joy in attending her grandchildren's sporting events, often spoiling
them with her affection. Rita's warmth, kindness, and vibrant spirit touched the
lives of many. She will be deeply missed by all who knew her. 

 

A visitation will be held on Wednesday, July 31, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30



p.m. at Norberg Memorial Home, Inc. & Monuments. 
 

Services to follow at Norberg Memorial Home Inc. & Monuments on
Wednesday, July 31, 2024 at 12:30 p.m. officiated by Pastor Michael
Freeman. 

 

Graveside immediately following at Elm Lawn Memorial Park, with words of
comfort offered by Pastor Michael Freeman. 

 

Survived by her love of 43 plus years, George Watson of Princeton, IL;
Children, Marc (Michele) Mongan of Princeton, IL and Brenda Mongan of
Kansas; eight grandchildren, Christopher Mongan, Nichole Hagebush, Blake
Underwood, Amber Underwood, Brittany Wright, Darrin Bentley, Kody Mongan
and Kelsea Mongan; twelve Great Grandchildren; sisters Donna (Rodney)
Herzel of Idaho and Doris Clifford of Chatham, IL. 

 

Preceded in death by both parents Jack and Hazel Nickelsen, one son,
Michael Mongan, a great granddaughter, Lacie Mongan and one brother
James Nickelsen. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to bureau County Senior Center.

Pallbearers: George Watson, Kody Mongan, Blake Underwood, Darrin
Bentley, Christopher Mongan and Kelsea Mongan. 

 

Online condolences may be directed to www.norbergfh.com 
 

Arrangements by Norberg Memorial Home, Inc. & Monuments.



Cemetery Details

Elm Lawn Memorial Park

N Knox St.
Princeton, IL 61356

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 31. 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM (CT)

Norberg Memorial Home, Inc.
701 E. Thompson Street
Princeton, IL 61356

Funeral Service

JUL 31. 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM (CT)

Norberg Memorial Home, Inc.
701 E. Thompson Street
Princeton, IL 61356

Graveside Service

JUL 31. 1:30 PM - 1:45 PM (CT)

Elm Lawn Memorial Park
North Knox Street
Princeton, IL 61356
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Shawn and Letty Momgan - July 30, 2024 at 10:45 AM

Shawn and Letty Momgan planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rita Mongan.

Shawn and Letty Momgan - July 30, 2024 at 10:45 AM

Shawn and Letty Momgan purchased the Peacef
ul White Lilies Basket for the family of Rita
Mongan.

July 29, 2024 at 08:18 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Rita Mongan.

https://www.norbergfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norbergfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norbergfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norbergfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norbergfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Cheryl Hodge Bebej - July 29, 2024 at 06:55 PM

I’ve known Rita since I was a young girl! She was always very kind
to me & we would always laugh a lot when we would talk about our
families & life in general. I will never forget her beautiful smile -
which she still had when I saw her last, about a month ago. Thank
you Rita, for the friendship that we shared for so many years! I will
miss you so very much- but I rejoice knowing that you are finally
home with the Lord! I will see you again when I get there! And I am
so honored to be doing the music at your service! Enjoy all that
Heaven has to offer - until we meet again!(Bill & I will be praying for
your precious family!!) 

 In God’s Love & Amazing Grace, Cheryl Hodge Bebej

July 29, 2024 at 04:17 PM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of Rita Mongan.

https://www.norbergfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.norbergfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

