
Willard W Elmore
May 31, 1925 - November 23, 2020

Princeton - Our dad, Willard W. Elmore, passed away on November 23rd, 2020. He was
95 ½ years old and died from complications of Covid-19. Because of this virus we are
unable to have a normal visitation and funeral service. There will be a private burial
service for the family and we will have a celebration of life in the future when we can all
safely gather. 

 

For now, this is who our father was: He was a man of integrity and honesty. He was the
hardest working man that we have ever known, the kindest and the most humble. He
could fix anything! He was a farmer, a trucker and an electrician and was well respected
within the community. He was a man who also deeply loved and took great pride in his
family. 

 

He was born on a farm near Belgrade, Nebraska on May 31, 1925 to Weedie L. and
Fannie E. (Milby) Elmore. He moved to Bureau County Illinois with his parents and 6
siblings, one sister-in-law and one niece during the dust bowl in January 1938. Dad was
number 5 of the 7. Besides Nebraska and Illinois, he also lived in Florida where he lived
on Lake Okeechobee. He loved to travel and was able to say that he had visited all 50
states and three continents. When we were little he made it a point to take us to as many
of the lower 48 states as possible before we left home. We did make it to most. 

 

He was a man of Christian faith, a member of the Dover Bible Church, a church deacon, a
basketball score-keeper, a civil defense member and a school board member. 

 

He loved camping, fishing, restoring old tractors, the Big Apple Family Restaurant, Sip and
Snack chicken, and telling corny jokes. He rode a motorcycle until he was 88 years old
and lived in his own home until he was almost 94. He loved tinkering in his shop and took
pride in his work. He had a strong sense of right and wrong. 

 

He loved his wife, Doris, deeply, and mourned her for the many years since she passed
(2/28/2016). He visited her every day he was able while she was in the nursing home for



nearly 10 years. He has longed to be with her again, and now he is. 
 

He leaves behind four children, David (Kay) Elmore of Newark IL, Don (Sandy) Elmore of
Dover IL, Roger (Ann) Elmore of Fayetteville AR, and Diana (Ken) Weston of Wrightwood
CA., 17 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren, as well as his sister Darlene (Bud)
Hartwig. 

 

He is preceded in death by his parents, his wife Doris, his granddaughter Emily, his four
brothers, William, Rollin, Forest and Gerald, and his sister Alma. 

 

Memorials may be sent in Willard’s name to the Bureau County Food Pantry or the Dover
Bible Church. 

 

He is deeply loved and will be greatly missed. 
 

Thank you to all that have cared for him over the years and during his last few months.
We hope to greet you all and give everyone hugs when we are able to celebrate his life
together at a future date. 

 

A private graveside service will be held for family only, officiated by Pastor Joe Denner. A
celebration of life will be held at a later date and time. 

 

Online memorials and condolences may be left at www.norbergfh.com 
 

Arrangements by Norberg Memorial Home, Inc. & Monuments.
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Fred Giles - November 29, 2020 at 09:55 PM

Don, your Dad's obituary was right on target. He was one of the finest men that
I've ever had the pleasure of meeting. You have our most sincere condolences. 
-Fred & Linda Giles

Craig McCarley - November 28, 2020 at 08:31 AM

Don sorry for your loss of your father. If I can help just call. Craig

Gull-Britt Svensson - November 28, 2020 at 04:07 AM

We will always remember Willard as the good and kind man he was. I have met
him several times in the United States, always dear reunion. And we also deeply
appreciated when he and Doris and all the siblings came to Sweden to meet us.
Such a wonderful time. It was the end of April and the beginning of May and
nature showed itself at its best with sunshine and joy. 

 We think of his loved ones. 
 Love from Gull-Britt with the family

dorothy and Denny Denton - November 27, 2020 at 02:18 PM

It was our pleasure to have know Willard and Doris. We were neighbors for many
many years. Willard was a wonderful man to know. He will be missed. He always
had such energy and always a smile on his face. RIP
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Hope - November 28, 2020 at 12:29 AM

Grandpa, I love you and miss you dearly. I'm a better person because of you!
  

-Hope


